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Learn About the

COVID-19 Vaccine
& Help Hazelwood

Get Healthy!

HELP HAZELWOOD
GET HEALTHY!

As part of Hazelwood School District's Help
Hazelwood Get Healthy public campaign, a
wealth of information about the COVID-19

vaccine has been placed on the district's
website. The goal is to help people make
educated healthcare decisions. To learn
more about the COVID-19 vaccine and
pre-registration options, visit
www.hazelwoodschools.org.

http://www.stlamerican.com/eedition/page-b02/page_617072cb-bb8c-5e8c-al3b-

57e227dd3927.html

March 3, 2021



CoMMUNITY News

Sharing the joy of learning

The Hazelwood School
District’s Teacher of the
Year brings a love of
learning to her science
classes

By Charlotte Beard

The Hazelwood School District (11SD)
recently announced its 20202021 Teach
er of the Year - Dr. Kelly Taylor, a science
teacher at 1hxcwood West 1 ligh School.

The Amold, Missouri native started her
teaching carcer with Saint Louis Public
Schools at Carnahan 1igh Schodl in the
2007/2008 school year. She switched to the
1 laxclwood District - Hazedwood West igh
Schoal in the 2016/2017 school year.

When Taylor was asked what inspired her
10 bocome 3 wacher she shared, ~when 1
was a small child, I remember pretending
o be a school tcacher. 1 would prepare
lessons, tcach friends how to make things,
and give everyone an ‘A’ for doing a great
job. (Iowever), | experienced unpleasant
and demeaning educational practices as a
child. My carly experiences in school were
disappointing and by the third grade | grew
to dislike school. T became more and more
disinterested in education as the years went
by and due 1o behaviors, attitudes, and com
ments made by teachers, 1 was convinced
that education just “was not my thing' In
Bact, 1 lefl my school experience believing
that 1 was on the 'houscwife track” The
choices and decissons 1 made as an adult
were greatly influenced by the limiting nar
ratives communicated by the teachers in
my life. Fventually, 1 reached 2 crossroads
and decided 1o pursue opportunities that
woald release me from the limitations oth
cr (people) envisioned for my life”

I 1ook some time for teaching to come
into focus for Taylor as she developed her
skills in a scparate career.

“I was fortunate cnough to find a job in
which I quickly rose to a dadership and
training position, she said “lhis experi
ence built my confidence while helping me
realize my calling to a sense of purpose to
hdp others with not just gaining skills, bt

also gaining autonomy. 1 hegan secing my
self develop the critical skills of a teacher as
I helped (people] 1 trained gain new skills
helping them gin confidence in their own
ahilitics and ultimately become self- reliant.
Fortunaicly, this affirming experience as an
adult positively transformed my trajectory
and led me back into the classroom, this
Lime as a teacher”

In a time where more women are being
encoaraged to become involved in STIEM,
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Taylors reason for choosing science over
any other subject in which to become an
educator is partiafly driven by her more
positive experiences in her carly years. She
spoke of her favorile science teacher, Art
Cascy, who taught her 10 “appreciate the
pursuil of knowledge in science”™

“The most influcntial person in my de
cision 10 become a science teacher was my
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